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In the seminar I’ll focus on two entities I see as coming to life in the Teaching from 
Country programme (TFC) www.cdu.edu.au/tfc.  I name these as ‘story-screens’ and 
‘people-places’.  I am currently trying to make these two entities my familiars as 
they clot in the on-going work of TFC.   Making them familiars is a necessary 
preliminary to doing ontics through them.  In doing ontics with and through these 
entities I see myself as making explicit their in potentia moral and political 
capacities.  Part of my story in this seminar is to explore this preliminary activity of 
making such entities familiars, and why I see it as a precondition for ontic work.  

Why do I want to do the odd work of ontics with entities such as ‘story-screens’ and 
‘people-places’ as part of my contribution to TFC? Having some grasp of their in 
potentia capacities might, for example, enable us to articulate some useful protocols 
and principles for programmes like TFC. While it is easy to justify something like 
ritualising the entry of the camera (and the 
teachers?/bystanders/viewers/listeners/learners in tow) into a particular Yolngu 
place in terms that are salient to Yolngu Aboriginal knowledge authority, these 
justifications will likely not carry much weight in the modern academy because the 
academy is generally willing to engage with Indigenous knowledge only insofar as it 
translates readily on academic terms to academic contexts.  In the academy they 
could even be taken as distancing and obfuscating.   

Being able to point to specific ways (well meant) interventions like TFC might 
jeopardise the strength and integrity of Yolngu Aboriginal knowledge traditions in 
terms that have currency in the modern academy, will constitute a valid justification.  
In my seminar, I will consider what such terms might be. Being able to justify the 
inclusion of the ritual to both sides—albeit in different terms, makes the ritual 
meaningful to both sides of the boundary being negotiated.  It attests the boundary 
and enables traffic across the boundary.  In turn such a mutually explicable ritual 
greatly enriches the curriculum of the teaching/learning programme.  

(As well as looking around the TFC website—especially the Trials section, you might 
also read a short text (attached) on numbers that is currently being considered for 
publication in Anthropological Theory as part of a collection of papers about 
number.  Reading this might help prepare you for some of the moves I will be 
making in my seminar.) 

 

To participate in the video conference please see the STS Mixtures website at 
http://stsmixtures.wordpress.com  

 


